
Regarding the history/story of the Perkins House (433 North First Street) 

The original house was one room deep, with the same two floors above an above-ground basement as today.

In the 1880s (?), under Perkins’s ownership, a two-storey addition was made, consisting mainly of the “library” on the first floor and the main bedroom on the second.

In the mid-1980s, another two-story addition was constructed, consisting of the kitchen, a new downstairs bathroom, an extension of the downstairs central hall, and a bedroom upstairs—mainly in the southwestern quadrant of the house. 

In 2010, the two-story accessory structure was built on the site of the old garage. The exposed beams in the upper room are re-purposed old timber: two from the old garage on the site, the other two, and the flooring, from reclaimed/repurposed wood from old buildings somewhere else (re-milled and sold by Mountain Lumber Co.).

The (north) side porch was screened in 2022. At the same time, the porch roof and soffit were replaced and the rain barrel installed, connected to a gutter on the east side of the porch.    

Sometime after the Perkins’s ownership, probably in the 1930s, the house was covered with stucco (or similar material). It was removed, by the current owners, beginning in the fall of 1977. The decorative woodwork on the front porch had to be entirely reconstructed, based on early photographs of the house and a “shadow” of the pattern visible on the uncovered siding. 

 

